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Reading question stems based on the content domain of the 
third section of the 2017 KS2 test

Key words or phrases in red
Questions 29 – 39 form the third section of the paper – questions 29, 30 and 39 are developed around similar lines to previous papers but questions 31 – 38 are developed around different stems, mainly around content domain 2d, as follows -


2a – give/explain the meaning of words in context – 


. . . the ‘putt-putt’ of her engine was lost in the big, quiet stillness of the afternoon.
Choose the best words to match the description above.  Circle your choice.

Find and copy two different words that show . . .


2d – make inferences from the text/explain and justify inferences with evidence from the text– 

How is the whale made to seem mysterious ?
Explain two ways, giving evidence from the text to support your answer.

When Michael touched the whale it felt smooth.
(a) According to the text on page 9, why might he have expected it to feel smooth ?
(b) According to the text on page 10, why might he not have expected it to feel 
smooth ?

Look at the paragraph beginning: Carefully, Michael leaned . . .
Where was the whale ? 
(very tricky question – involves reading the text very carefully)

The whale did not seem to be alarmed by meeting Michael.  How can you tell this from its actions ?
Give two ways.

Like a sleeper waking from a dream, he looked around, dazed.
This tells us that at the end of the story Michael felt that . . . (tick boxes)
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