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Reception Writing Assessment Grid 
 

Date :       

 

Working towards the expected standard in Reception (Emerging) 

Physical Development - Shows a preference for a dominant hand        

Physical Development - Begins to use anticlockwise movement and retrace vertical 
lines 

       

Physical Development - Begins to form recognisable letters 
- c, a, o, d, q, s, g, f, e 
- l, t, i, u, j, y 
- r, n, m, h, b, k, p 
- z, v, w, x 

       

Physical Development - Uses a pencil and holds it effectively to form recognisable 
letters, most of which are correctly formed 

       

Writing - Gives meaning to marks they make as they draw, write and paint        

Writing -  Hears and says the initial sound in words        

Writing - Writes the initial sound in words        

Writing - Can blend the sounds in simple words        

Writing – Hears and says the end sounds in words        

Writing – Writes the end sounds in words        

Writing – Hears and says the middle sounds in words        

Writing – Writes the middle sounds in words        

Writing - Can segment the sounds in simple words        

Writing - Can segment and write the sounds in simple words         

40-60 Months - Uses some clearly identifiable letters to communicate meaning, 
representing some sounds correctly and in sequence 

       

40-60 Months - Writes own name and other things such as labels, captions        

40-60 Months – Writes two word captions.        

40-60 Months – Writes three word captions.        

Working at the expected standard in Reception (Early Learning Goal) 

Physical Development - They handle equipment and tools effectively, including 
pencils for writing 

       

Writing - Children use their phonic knowledge to write words in ways which match 
their spoken sounds 

       

Writing - They also write some irregular common words         

They write simple sentences which can be read by themselves and others        

Writing - Some words are spelt correctly and others are phonetically plausible        

Working at greater depth in Reception (Exceeding)        

Physical Development – Children can hold paper in position and use their preferred 
hand for writing, using a correct grip.   

       

They are beginning to be able to write on lines and control letter size. 
       

Writing - Children can spell phonically regular words of more than one syllable as 
well as many irregular but high frequency words.  

       

They use key features of narrative in their own writing. 
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Reception/Y1 transition 
Narrowing the gap between Reception and Y1 expectations 

This is not a statutory expectation but, once children have achieved ELG, working on these statements will prepare them well for Y1 
They separate words with spaces        

They know what a letter, a word and a sentence is. 
       

They understand what a full stop is and how it is used. 
       

They begin to use a full stop at the end of one sentence. 
       

They recognise capital letters and can match with the relevant lower case letters. 
       

They know which capital letter their name begins with. 
       

They know how to form capital letters        

They begin to form lower-case letters in the correct direction, starting and finishing 
in the right place 

       

 


